
HISPANIC HERITAGE FOUNDATIONâ€™S YOUTH AWARDS TO HONOR 21 WASHINGTON, DC-AREA
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP IN THE CLASSROOM AND COMMUNITY
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WASHINGTON, D.C.– Today, The Hispanic Heritage Foundation (HHF) announced the recipients of the Washington,
DC Regional Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards (see names below). Twenty-one local high school seniors will be honored
for their leadership in the classroom and community during a ceremony at the Rayburn House Office Building, Rayburn
Gold Room 2168, 45 Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC 20515. In commemoration of the 17th anniversary of the
Youth Awards, the ceremony will spotlight past Youth Awardees with special guests in attendance. To follow the Youth
Awards Ceremony online, use the hashtag #YA15. 
 

The Youth Awardees will receive grants for their education, or to fund an idea or community project to encourage
“actionable leadership,” which is HHF’s call to action.  Recipients will then be mentored by past Youth Awardees as they
prepare to attend college and into their careers through HHF’s award-winning Latinos On Fast Track (LOFT) workforce
development program. The Youth Awards are taking place in 11 regions across the country with 231 Youth Awardees
selected from thousands of applicants.  The average GPA for the students is nearly a 4.0.
 

“We are thrilled to honor yet another class of outstanding young Latino leaders from Washington, DC who will certainly
make an impact on our communities and workforce as they move forward in their careers,” said Antonio Tijerino,
President and CEO, HHF.  “We also applaud the vision of our sponsors as they share our focus in supporting what we
consider priority fields for America.  We believe these are the young leaders of today, not tomorrow and frankly, we can’t
afford to wait.  I will say that after 17 years of Youth Awards, there is no shortage of top, young, Latino talent.”  
 

One of the 21 recipients will receive a special Leadership recognition by the United States Marines for their leadership
in the classroom and community. As a United States Marine, you must be able to “lead by example” and “make sound
and timely decisions”. The student chosen exemplifies those qualities by maintaining a 3.50 minimum GPA while
balancing extracurricular activities and inspiring others.
 

The Hispanic Heritage Foundation (HHF) will also recognize a teacher with the Hispanic Heritage Innovative
Educator Award, sponsored by the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence, for his or her achievements
throughout their professional career.  
 

After the regional ceremonies, the 231 Regional Youth Awards recipients will be narrowed to one National Youth Award
recipient for each of the seven categories and celebrated at the National Youth Awards presentation along with
celebrities who are recognized for being role models.  National Awardees will also receive a laptop computer and
all-expense-paid trip to the ceremony (location TBD). 
 

Additional sponsors of the Youth Awards include Direct Auto Insurance, UPS, and Crowell & Moring LLP. National
partners include: Macy’s, The Raben Group, Saber Es Poder, and NCURA.  HHF also partners with thousands of high
schools, colleges, community organizations, media outlets and business partners on the program.  
 

2015 Washington, DC Regional Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards Recipients:
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Business & Entrepreneurship, sponsored by BBVA Compass:

Gold: Isaias Noda Andrade- Robinson Secondary School, Fairfax, VA

Silver: Andrea Rodriguez- Northwest High School, Germantown, MD

Bronze: Beatriz Mondragon- Rockville High School, Rockville, MD

Community Service, sponsored by Colgate Palmolive:

Gold: Kyle Enriquez, Stone Bridge High School, Ashburn, VA

Silver: John Dominguez- Yorktown High School, Arlington, VA

Bronze: Andrea Duran- Gaithersburg High School, Rockville, MD

Education, sponsored by Southwest Airlines (Official Airlines of the Youth Awards):

Gold: Emma Ungar- Lower Merion High School, Ardmore, PA

Silver: Elizabeth Saupe- Pennsbury High School, Morrisville, PA

Bronze: Stefany Ramirez- Wheaton High School, Silver Spring

Engineering & Mathematics, sponsored by ExxonMobil:

Gold: Juan Gil- Altoona Area High School, Altoona, PA

Silver: Rosemary Morataya- Mount Vernon High School, Alexandria, VA

Bronze: Allan Phillips- Oakton High School, Vienna, VA

Healthcare Science, sponsored by CVS Health: 

Gold: Jair Nini- Espino- Junius H. Rose High School, Greenville, NC

Silver: Hodalis Gaytan- Fairmont Heights High School, Capitol Heights, MD

Bronze: Christian Coello- Montgomery Blair High School, Silver Spring, MD

Innovation & Technology, sponsored by Entertainment Software Association:

Gold: Zuriel Herran- Springbrook High School, Silver Spring, MD

Silver: Angela Rose- W T Woodson High School, Annandale, VA

Bronze: Luis Urzua- Northwest High School, Germantown, MD
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Sports & Fitness, sponsored by Hispanic Heritage Foundation:

Gold:  Kathryn Cardenas- North Stafford High School, Stafford, VA

Silver: Sebastian Lambert- Sherwood High School, Sandy Spring, MD

Bronze: Bryce Kirby- Spotswood High School, Penn Laird, VA
 

About Hispanic Heritage Foundation

Established by the White House in 1987, the Hispanic Heritage Foundation inspires, identifies, prepares and positions
Latino leaders in the classroom, community and workforce to meet America’s priorities as well as promote cultural pride,
accomplishment and the great promise of Latinos.  HHF is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization and all support is tax
deductible.  Visit www.hispanicheritage.org.  Follow HHF on Facebook at facebook.com/hispanicheritage&lrm; and on
Twitter at @HHFoundation&lrm;.
 

The Youth Awards is the beginning of HHF’s “Actionable Leadership” cycle as Youth Awardees and other students are
tracked, prepped and connected through the Latinos On Fast Track (LOFT) program as they transition from high school,
to college and grad school, and into their careers.  Through LOFT, students and young professionals take part in
leadership trainings, industry-tailored symposia and workshops; connected and mentored through a network of tens of
thousands (aged 17-30); and placed in hundreds of internships, mentorships, fellowships and full-time positions. To join
the LOFT Network visit http://loftnetwork.org or www.loftinnovation.org.

WHAT   : HISPANIC HERITAGE FOUNDATIONâ€™S YOUTH AWARDS TO HONOR 21
WASHINGTON, DC-AREA HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS FOR THEIR LEADERSHIP IN THE
CLASSROOM AND COMMUNITY

WHEN   : 2015-11-15 18:20:48
WHERE :

CONTACT:

Gabi Huesca:
 (909) 306-4050
 ghuesca@rabengroup.com 
 
 Bayonia Marshall:
 (202) 558-9473
 bayonia@hispanicheritage.org
 

.
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