Letter from 23 National Organizations to FCC Chairman GenachowskKi

Government 2010-02-17 14:35:00

Washington, DC - Dear Chairman Genachowski:

As you know, in Section 257 of the Communications Act, Congress requires the Commission to submit triennial reports
“identifying and eliminatingEmarket entry barriers for entrepreneurs and other small businesses....” The Commission
submitted the required reports for 1997, 2000, 2003, and (several months late) 2006, but the Commission has not yet
submitted its 2009 Report.

From your eloquent letter of January 5, 2010 to Henry Rivera, Chair of the Advisory Committee on Diversity for
Communications in the Digital Age, we know that you share our concern for the fact that minority ownership and
employment in our industries are de minimis and in many respects nearing extinction. Minority television ownership has
decreased by 50% since 1999. Minority radio ownership has declined by 9% just within the last three years. Minority
wireless and cable system ownership levels are near zero. Finally, minority radio journalism employment has plummeted
to less than 1%, a level not seen since 1950.

It is therefore unfortunate that, in 2009, the Commission failed to vote on any of the dozens of pending proposals to
advance minority ownership and participation in the industries the Commission regulates, including proposals endorsed
by the Advisory Committee on Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age (http://www.fcc.gov/DiversityFAC/). The
following examples illustrate the Commission’s shortcomings in areas of concern to us. The FCC has failed:

. To ad0TIT AV 0@ TNE Two doleV TIPOTIDGED VOVXOVTPOWEPTIAA IVITIATITES TNAT WOUAD VITIE [IVOPITY
Buolveaoeo av oTTOPTLVITY TO axBuIpe DX X—AIXEVOED OOCETO.

. TO PECTOPE UIVIHOA EVPOPXEUEVT 0@ TNE Bpoadyxaot EBuaA Epmoypevt Ormoptuvity (EEO) PuAe, avd to
0OOIW O XOUTAAIOVXE o@PIXEP TO Tne 2007 Adweptioivy Novalaxpipivatiov PUAE wnixn, 1@ 1T WePE EVPOPXED, XOUAD
PECTOPE TO HIVOPLTY PPoadXaoTePO TNE aTuPOogI LaTeAy (200 HIAALIOV EWEPY YEAP TNAT TNEY POPEYO PEXAVAE OP PAXIOA
OlOXPIUIVATIOV Y adWEPTIOEPT.

. To noAd a neapivy ov ApPitpov o MoptaPAe Meome Metep (MMM) audlEVXE HEATUPEUEVTIEXNVOAOYY.

. dop TNE @@rn oTpalynT Yeap olvxe Huppixave Katpiva To axT ov Tne Zrovion Padlo
Accoxiatiov/Yvited Xnupxn o Xnplot/MMTX TETITIOV TO TPOTIOE QOP TNE HUATIAIVYUAA BPOadX0oTo 0@ EPEPYEVX Y
IV@OPUATIOV. Tne ZetteuPep 8,2009 XX Mpermpedveca gopMadop MuPAIx Epepyevxieo PeTopt O1d VOT EWEV LEVTIOV
TNIO XPITIXOA LOCUE.

. To pemeaA tne 2006 Asaiywated EVTITY PUAED TNAT NAWE OEXILATED IVOPITY WIPEAECT OLVEPCNITE 0P TNE
(119 BIAAIOV @I P HOPKET TIOAVE 0P ALXEVOED GOAD IV ALXTIOV 73 AOOT eap, LIVOPITIES axBuIped (B LIAAIOV, Op AEGO
nav tnpPee—NUVOPESTNC 0P OVE TEPXEVT 0@ TNE TOTAA TAAVE 0P TNOCE ALXEVOEQ.

. TO IVXAUOE EWEV O PEVTIOV OQ [LIVOPITIET OP UIVOPITY PUCIVECT EVIEPTIPIOED IV TNE Agxepep 2009
NatiovaA Bpoadpavd MAav ®papewopk O 1yWOpPLIVY TNE TPAVOXPITIC QPO OUP CTAQP WOPKCNOTIO OV TWO PIEAD

NEAPIVYD AT WNIXN TNE WITVETOED QPOXLOED OV LIVOPITY XYPBEPTPEVELPTNITL

1/4


http://www.fcc.gov/DiversityFAC/)

. TO CUTTTOPT TNE OVAY PEUAIVIVY QEGEPAA IVITIATITIE ALUED AT TPOMOTIVY LUIVOPLTY 0V WOEV PESIT VD
TEAEXOW owvePoNITTO TNE TEAEXOUULVIXATIOVO AsTEAOTILEVT PUVE. NownePE 1V TNE XOppIaolov ¢ 2009 AeylCAATITE
PEXOUMEVIATIOVT WG CUTHOPT QOP TNIC WITOA IVITIATITE PEVTIOVED. v @axT, ov davuapy 28, tne Adpuviotpatiov [
WITNOUT XOVOUATIVY wI TN Slwepal TY adwoXaTeo [ TPOTIo0ed o PUSYET TNAT WOLAD EALUIVATE TNE DUV EVTIPEAY. TneE
BUBYET VOPPATITIE CUYYECTED TNOT O TIPOTIDCED AOAV TPOYPOALL AV, ETEV LOPE IUTAQLOIBAY, TNE YZD ape adesbuate
OLBCTITUTED POP TNIC EBLITY PUVO POP VEW EVTPOAVTO.

To advance the civil rights objectives of the agency and the administration, we would be glad to assist the Commission
with a comprehensive review of what can be done in 2010 to promote minority ownership and equal employment in the
telecommunications sector. We specifically ask that you place on the agenda of the Commission’s A pril 2010 public
Commission meeting a Report and Order adopting several of the dozens of long-pending, fully briefed and virtually
unopposed proposals to advance media and telecom ownership diversity.

Sincerely,

Asian American Justice Center

Black College Communication Association

The Hispanic Institute

Hispanic Technology and Telecommunications Partnership

International Black Broadcasters Association

Latinos in Information Sciences and Technology Association

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

League of United Latin American Citizens

Minority Media and Telecommunications Council

National Association of Black Owned Broadcasters

National Association of Black Telecommunications Professionals

National Association of Latino Independent Producers

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

National Black Coalition for Media Justice

National Coalition on Black Civic Participation-Black Women'’s Roundtable National Congress of Black Women, Inc.
National Council of La Raza

National Puerto Rican Coalition

National Urban League

Rainbow PUSH Coalition
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Spanish Broadcasters Association
United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

UNITY:: Journalists of Color

cc: Senator Robert Menendez

Congressman Bobby L. Rush

Congressman Edolphus Towns

Congressman G.K. Butterfield

Delegate Donna M. Christensen

Hon. Michael J. Copps, Commissioner, FCC
Hon. Robert McDowell, Commissioner, FCC
Hon. Mignon Clyburn, Commissioner, FCC

Hon. Meredith Attwell Baker, Commissioner, FCC

Hon. Calvin Smyre, Presid ent, National Black Caucus of State Legislators Hon. Iris Martinez, President, National
Hispanic Caucus of State Legislators Hon. Robin Read, President, National Foundation of Women Legislators

Hon. Sharon Weston-Broome, President, National Organization of Black Elected
Legislative Women

Hon. Robert Steele, President, National Association of Black County Officials Hon. Sergio Rodriguez, President,
Hispanic Elected Local Officials

Hon. Samuel Audwin, President, National Black Caucus of Local Elected Official Hon. George Grace, President,
National Conference of Black Mayors

ccs to FCC Dockets:

GN 09-51 (National Broadband Plan)

MB 09-817 (Portable People Meter)

MB 07-294 (Broadcast Diversity)

EB 06-119 (Hurricane Katrina Independent Panel) WT 05-211 (Designated Entities)
EB 04-296 (Emergency Alert System)

MM 98-204 (Broadcast EEO
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RM-11565 (MMTC Radio Rescue Petition)

The contact person for this letter is David Honig, President and Executive Director, Minority Media and
Telecommunications Council, 3636 16" St. N.W., #B-366, Washington, DC 20010, (202) 332-7005 and

dhonig@crosslink.net.

WHAT : Letter from 23 National Organizations to FCC Chairman Genachowski
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