Arizona Mayor Objects to English/Spanish Invitation
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Princeton, NJ - On August 17, highly-regarded Diversity Inc. carried a story about Huachuca City, AZ Mayor
Ken Taylor’s “outburst over receiving a bilingual U.S.-Mexico Border Mayors Association invitation.” The
article said the Mayor “refused an invitation ‘in Spanish/Mexican.” The New York Times also reported on the
case.

“I will NOT attend a function that is sent to me in Spanish/Mexican,” Taylor wrote to John Cook, Executive
Director of the association and former mayor of El Paso, TX. Quoting from the email, Diversity Inc. reported
that Taylor told Cook that “One nation means one language, and | am insulted by the division caused by
language.”

The U.S.-Mexico Border Mayors Association, says its website in English and Spanish, is “a leading authority
on border issues” that seeks to “speak with a unified voice as we make recommendations to our State
Legislatures and the U.S. Congress that will help the Mexico and United States border region grow and
prosper economically.”

Cook’s and Taylor's exchanges continued, with increasing rancor from Taylor and with pleas for speaking
with a unified voice from Cook. According to Diversity Inc. — bless them — Taylor’s last blast said: “If Mexico
is NOT stopping drugs, crime, and terrorists from coming INTO our country from Mexico, then Mexico is not a
friend and | don'’t care to help. | have better things to do than fighting the problems they export to us.”

Some facts can help here:

. ZTIOVION 10 TNE O PAXTO OEXOVA AAVYUAYE 0P TNE YVITED ZTATED, OTIOKEV B afouT 40 [AAIOV TEOTAE.
. Tne YVITED ZTATED 1O TNE WOPAD O TNIPd AXPYECT ZTIVICN—CTEAKIVY VATIOV (a@rep Me&IXo avd
XoAoupia).

. Me&ixav 10 voT a Aavyuaye.Me&IX0 O @PaT AAVyuaye |0 ZTIVION.
. A Aapye TEpXevTaye o@ Huaxnuxa X1ty pecideVIC OTEOK ZTOIVION.

. EQ@peXTITOE XOUULVIXATIOV, EOTEXIAAAY 1V XpOOO—B0oPAEP EVYAYEUEVTO, PEBUIPED LOE 0P EvyAion ANA
2Tovion.

. Xoppov xoupteoy 1v Y.Z.—~Me&IX0 XOUHLVIXATIOVO XAAAC (Op LALIVY OTN AOVYUOYeQ.

. STIOVION 10 TNE OEX0VO LOOT LOED AAVYLAYE OV COXIOA PEDIA.
. ZTIOVION 10 TNE OEX0VO LOOT LOED AAVYUAYE OV TNE IVIEPVET.
. STIOVION 10 TNE OEX0VO AOPYECT VATITE AAVYUAYE 1V TNE WOPAD, a@rep Mavoaplv.
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. Tne HioToviX TOTUAATIOV avd EAEXTOPATE IV Apt{ova avd IV TNE VATIOV OPE YPOWIVY; TO dladUIV TNEW
OVvO TNEIP WOTEC 10 VOT OUAPT.

. ZTIOVION—OTEAKIVY AUEPIXAVO OPE AV OOCET TO TNE YVITED ZTATEC 0P AUEPIXA.
. ZTIOVION 10 TNE HOOT OTUAIED 0EXOVO AOVYUOVE IV TNE YVITED ZTATED.

. Mav XOUVTPIED ape 0P XIAAAW BIAIVYUOA AV €WV TPI-AIVYUOA (€Y., ZWIT{EPAAVD), VO LOE TNEIP
AQVYUOYED TO 0IOWAVXE VATIOVAA IVTEPEDTO.

The Research Institute of United States Spanish (RIUSS) is compelled to give a “thumbs down” to Mayor
Taylor's comments and attitude. “RIUSS finds attitudes such as that of Mayor Taylor out of step with
America’s history as a nation of immigrants and with its values, history and future,” said Leticia Molinero,
President of RIUSS. “We are not a political organization. Our purpose is to commission and disseminate
research on the oral and written use of United States Spanish; hold symposia, conferences and webinars on
United States Spanish; and serve as a clearinghouse on United States Spanish.”

A nonprofit membership organization, RIUSS seeks to serve by building bridges of communication between
English- and Spanish-speakers, thereby promoting better services to all. And this includes Huachuca City,
Arizona. For more information on the Institute visit www.RIUSS.org.
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Frank GA3mez, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Research Institute of United States Spanish, is a
former career Foreign Service Officer and corporate executive, and an advocate of the Spanish language.
His father was the son of a Mexico-born copper miner in Clifton, Arizona. He can be reached at
fgomez@riuss.org.
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